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WELCOME TO THEATRE AQUARIUS’ 
50TH SEASON

WE ARE THRILLED TO WELCOME YOU HOME 
Theatre Aquarius has been a vital part of Hamilton’s thriving arts scene for over 50 years. From our humble 
beginnings, running out of a former bakery on Leeds Street, we have grown into a thriving cultural institu-
tion attracting some of Canada’s top talent both on-stage and off. This season is about you – our valued 
and dedicated audience members. This season pays homage to our past but also looks ahead to a bright 
future! 

Jonas and Barry in the Home brings back one of Canada’s most beloved playwrights, Norm Foster. 
Aquarius has produced many of Norm Foster’s works over the past 50 years, so it is fi tting to have this 
show kick off the season. 

Boy Falls from the Sky tips our hat to one of the preeminent performers in Canada, Jake Epstein, who 
has held leading roles on Broadway and comes home to share the trials and tribulations of a career in the 
theatre (musically of course!).

Pollyanna The Musical marks a return to the family holiday musical that is a beloved tradition for Hamiltoni-
ans. Share in the spirit of the holiday season through the eyes of a little girl who sees the best in everything.

Uncle Vanya opened 50 years ago on Broadway, and we are thrilled to bring this critically acclaimed 
adaptation, starring Stratford’s Tom Rooney, to Hamilton audiences. 

Shirley Valentine was one of our most successful shows in the 1993–94 season, and was the last production 
directed by Aquarius’ founding Artistic Director Peter Mandia before his passing.

Beautiful Scars will have its World Premiere at Aquarius to close the season. It has been a joy to work with 
co-creators Tom Wilson and Shaun Smyth and to watch Tom’s life story take shape as a musical. We can’t 
wait for you to experience it on our stage.

While we are honoured to be ushering in the 50th season, we would not be here without the hard 
work and dedication of those who came before us. Thank you to past leaders, board members, staff and 
volunteers who have cared for this organization – through both tumultuous and terrifi c times. We stand on 
your shoulders and know that this milestone anniversary would not be possible without you!

Thank you to our sponsors, funders and donors – past and present – who have believed and championed 
the work we do. 

Thank you to the artists who have graced our stages both on stage and off. We are so proud of our history 
of excellent and groundbreaking theatre. 

Thank you to our valued audiences who have returned time and time again to support professional theatre 
in Hamilton. You are the reason we do what we do!

Enjoy the show!

Kelly Straughan, Executive Director & Mary Francis Moore, Artistic Director



BrianPetersen
MBA,CPA,CMA,CFP

Tax Services You Can Trust

PROUD TO SUPPORT THEATRE AQUARIUS

73 Wilson St.West Unit #21, Ancaster

30+ YEARS 

Tax Services
• PERSONAL

• SMALL BUSINESS
• CORPORATE

BRIAN@BPTAX.CA

Theatre Aquarius is located
in the heart of International Village BIA

hamiltoninternationalvillage.ca

Dinner and
a show in theVillage.

Congratulations
to�eatre Aquarius
on 50 years in our

community!

GARTH FOOT CARE
2757 King St. E., Hamilton

(Located in St. Joseph’s Health Care - King Campus)

www.garthfootcare.com

Want to stay active?
Keep your feet healthy and pain free.

Call us today!
905-573-4817

NO DOCTOR REFERRAL NEEDED
New Patients Welcome



Come Travel with Us!
Front Line Tours is a family owned and operated bus tour
company serving the Brantford, Hamilton, Burlington,
London, Oakville, Stoney Creek, Grimsby and Niagara
Region. We offer Senior tour bus packages, with great hosts,
reliable service, and the best vacation you’ve ever had!

Our coach tours feature the
perfect mix of great attractions,
breakfast and dinners included on most coach tours, deluxe
accommodations, fantastic Tour Directors and the most beautiful
resorts and casinos in Canada and the US. Visit our website for
all the information you’ll need to choose the perfect vacation!

Make sure you ask for your Travel Insurance quote so you can have peace of mind
that you will be covered in the event of a medical emergency. Enjoy our all-inclusive pricing
on all tours.

Browse our tours for the upcoming year, view pictures, rates, and itineraries, and give
us a call toll-free to reserve your spot and see why Front Line Tours is the
preeminent name in “Making Memories”.

Visit our website at www.frontlinetours.ca or scan
the QR code to see our upcoming trips!

hosts,t hosts,

Our
perfect
breakfast
accommoda

Our coach tours fea
perfect mix of grea
breakfast and dinners inc
accommoda

Make sure you ask for your

Fallsview Casino Resort® Bus Trips
EVERY Thursday, Saturday & Sunday

PRICE PER PERSON - $50 CASH ON CAOCH
CASINO GIVES $35 FREE PLAY

Quali�ed passengers must be 19 years of age or older with valid government-issued photo identi�cation
and be a member of (or agree to join) the casino Momentum Club to board coaches bound for Fallsview
Casino Resort or Casino Niagara. Offers subject to change without notice. Offers cannot be combined/

substituted. Offer only redeemable at Fallsview Casino Resort or Casino Niagara. Downloadable Slot Play
Offer is non-cashable and must be played at slot the machine. Limit of one offer per person. Void where

prohibited. Offers are not valid for self-excluded patrons. www.PlaySmart.ca

*Afterhours please leave a message but no guarantees on a seat, reservations will be loaded �rst.

Of�ce hours Monday to Friday 9am - 4pm
Saturday until Noon • Closed Sunday

FOR RESERVATIONS CALL 1-855-943-4242

• $35 Free Play • Luxury Highway Coaches
• Departures from ALL locations

• Every Thursday, Saturday and Sunday
• Start Reserving your seats today

Fallsview Casino Resort
EVER

New!

T.I.C.O 521156



www.hcadancetheatre.com
For tickets, please visit

HCA DANCE + THEATRE
126 James Street South
Hamilton, ON L8P 2Z4

ELIOT QUARTETT

Saturday, September 30
7 PM

Chamber Music

OPERA MASTERCLASS

Friday, October 13
7 PM

Workshop with Jason Howard

ELENA HOWARD-SCOTT

Sunday, October 15
2 PM

Opera

WHALE FALL

Oct 27 - Nov 5, 7 PM
Same Boat Theatre

NORTEÑO

Sunday, October 29
2 PM

Tango Quintet

PAYADORA

Sunday, February 4
2 PM

Tango

VALERIE TRYON

Sunday, February 11
2 PM

Piano

VOICES OF THE HARP

Sunday, March 3
2 PM

Music & Poetry

SERENADE TO HUMANITY

Sunday, April 21
2 PM

Piano Duo

ROOK'S THEATRE

Apr 26 - May 5, 7 PM
Show TBA

by Stephen Near

hcadtoperations@hcarts.ca 905 - 528 - 4020| |

HCA Dance + Theatre is situated on the land of the traditional territories of the Erie, Neutral, Huron-Wendat,
Haudenosaunee and Mississaugas. This land is covered by the Dish With One Spoon Wampum Belt Covenant, which was
an agreement between the Haudenosaunee and Anishinaabek to share and care for the resources around the Great Lakes.

CARMEN

Sunday, November 12
2 PM

Flamenco
INDIAN CLASSICAL DANCE

Sunday, May 12
7 PM

Show TBA



mohawklive.ca
McIntyre Performing Arts Centre
Mohawk College
135 Fennell Ave W, Hamilton ON

It’s Okay To Be Different
Stories by Todd Parr
Tuesday Nov 21, 2023 | 6:30pm

The Next Generation LEAHY
Wednesday Dec 13, 2023 | 7:00pm

Tynomi Banks
Thursday Feb 1, 2024 | 7:30pm

Choir! Choir! Choir!
WednesdayMarch 6, 2024 | 7:30pm

Erth’s Dinosaur Zoo Live
Saturday March 9, 2024 | 4:00pm

2023/2024 Inaugural Season

Get Your Tickets Now



Proud to support

Hamilton’s arts
community

See howwe are funding
the bold moves required
to meet the city’s needs
today and for the future.

Visit:
HCFannualreport.ca

AWORLD CLASSWINE AND CULINARY DESTINATION
ONLYMINUTES FROM YOUR FRONT DOOR.

EXPERIENCE SPECTACULAR VIEWS AS YOU SIP & SAVOUR AWARDWINNINGWINES THAT TRULY INSPIRE THE SENSES.

PENINSULARIDGE.COM (905) 563-0900 @PENINSULARIDGE



Receive the
Theatre Aquarius
VIP Experience

*must show tickets to redeem this o�er, discount
applicable on all food items

Baskets ‘n’ Bundle
s

Luxurious, Bes
poke Gift Baskets

& Gift Shop in Ancaster

We’ve got the perfect gift for

Birthdays – Anniversaries

Weddings – Christmas

Hostess – Baby – Showers

Bereavement – Housewarming

905.304.8626

www.basketsnbun
dles.ca

386 Wilson Street
East, Ancaster

(Beside the Coach
& Lantern)

Order
your

baskets
today!

Corporate
Orders

Welcome.
(Beside the Coach

& Lantern)

ELLIVKAO | NOTGNILRUB | NOTLIMAH | ac.setalocohcsreklaw



Check Us Out Online:
findthedustbunny.com

Call Us:
(905) 544-POSH

Home Cleaning

Dirt and germs when POSH arrives.

Never stop
learning!
Flexible options for

professional development
or personal growth

Diplomas | Certificates | Courses

Workshops | Micro-credentials

Discover Continuing Education
ce.mohawkcollege.ca

Bathtub King
We’re the King of Refinishing!

Bathroom & Kitchen Specialists Since 1981

Elegant Design

Easy to Clean

Safe &
Accessible

B

Give us a call today or visit our showroom

1576 Stone Church Rd. E, Unit 6,
Hamilton, ON L8W 3P9

905-575-7171 | www.bathtubking.ca

People L ve our Tub
to Shower Conversion
eople L

MOVERS LTD.

years in business!45

Ariaan
(Harry) Mans

Founder

In Loving Memory of
Wendy & Andrew

Call Mountaineer Movers For All Your Moving Needs
905-561-8880 • 1-800-263-4561 • www.mountaineermovers.com

Free and Fast Estimates
sarah@mountaineermovers.com

MOVING JUST GOT EASIER.
Choose a MoverYou canTrust!

Offer available to �rst time customers towards one move. Must present coupon at time of move. Expires Oct. 31, 2023.

Save $100 OFF Your Next Move
Contact us today and mention this ad.

OVER 45 YEARS OF MOVING EXPERIENCE
• Residential & Commercial
• Local & Long Distance across Canada
• Piano Moving (no extra cost when we do your move)
• Moving and Packaging Services available
• Fully insured, Trusted, Reliable & Professional
• Senior Discounts Available!



123 King Street West, Hamilton
905.527.6610
artgalleryofhamilton.com

Thursday: 11:00 am – 9:00 pm
(free admission)
Friday: 11:00 am – 6:00 pm
Saturday: 11:00 am – 5:00 pm
Sunday: 11:00 am – 5:00 pm

EXPERIENCE
OUR 2023/2024
EXHIBITIONS!

Breathing in China: Art, Ethics, and Environment
June 17 - December 31, 2023

….. I ammymother’s daughter
June 23 - December 31, 2023

RBCArtist In Residence:Melissa General
May 20, 2023 -March 31, 2024

WONDER: the real, the surreal, and the fantastic
September 23, 2023 – January 7, 2024

ShelleyNiro: 500 Year Itch
February 10 -May 26, 2024



DUNDURN NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE
DUNDURN CASTLE, THE HAMILTON MILITARY MUSEUM,
THE HISTORIC KITCHEN GARDEN
Where every tour is a standing ovation.

HAMILTON MUSEUM OF STEAM & TECHNOLOGY
NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE
A stage for innovation and industrialization.

BATTLEFIELD HOUSE MUSEUM & PARK
NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE
Where history takes centre stage.

WHITEHERN HISTORIC HOUSE & GARDEN
NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE
Unveiling stories one act at a time.

FIELDCOTE MEMORIAL PARK & MUSEUM
A house of creative expression.

LIKE CULTURE?Step into �r Limelight!

Immerse yourself in authentic historical experiences
and discover true stories about real people who helped shape

our community, our province and our country.

� museums@hamilton.ca � 905-521-3168

hamilton.ca/museums

Hamilton CivicMuseums

Showstoppers
include

more than

150
annual events,

interactive
programs and

workshops!



presents 

THE WORLD PREMIERE 

POLLYANNA THE MUSICAL
Book and Lyrics by Steven Gallagher

Music by Linda Barnett

Directed by Robert McQueen

Supervising Music Direction and Orchestrations by Mark Camilleri
Choreography by Julie Tomaino

Set and Costume Designs by Cory Sincennes
Sound Design by Brian Kenny
Lighting Design by Jareth Li

December 6–23, 2023
Opening Night – December 8, 2023

Season Sponsor: Title Sponsor:

Donna Patterson

By special arrangement with Yonge Street Theatricals

Based on the 1913 novel by Eleanor H. Porter

With the support of: 

Photographing and video/audio recording of this production is strictly prohibited.
Cover Art by: Art & Mechanical



DIRECTOR’S NOTES
Central to our capacity to heal, is our willingness to forgive.

In 2015 I was invited to join in the development of a musical adaptation of Eleanor H. Porter’s beloved novel 
Pollyanna, one of literature’s best known children’s books.

At the time, it never occurred to any of us on the team that it would be 8 years before we would bring 
Pollyanna to the stage; but then who could have foreseen the global health crisis that would take hold of 
our world in the late winter of 2020. 

Pollyanna is a story about home, family and love. It is about forgiveness, redemption and the healing that 
follows.

Over the course of its narrative Pollyanna introduces us to the people of Beldingville, Vermont who for 
years have lived lonely lives of self-imposed isolation, and who, through the innate wisdom and kindness 
of a child, grow to become a true community

The proverb that tells us ‘good things come to those who wait’ describes perfectly the journey that has 
brought this musical so full of heart and humour, and with a message that is both poignant and timely, to 
its premiere production at the wonderful Theatre Aquarius. 

All of us engaged in creating this production are so proud of this work, and we are so glad you are here.

Welcome and please enjoy.

Robert McQueen

Theatre Aquarius is member of the Professional Association of Canadian Theatres (PACT) and engages pro-
fessional artists who are members of the Canadian Actors Equity Association and The Canadian Federation 
of Musicians as well as designers who are members of the Associated Designers of Canada ADC Local 659.

Theatre Aquarius engages stage technicians supplied by Local 129 and scenic and property artists supplied 
by Local 828 of the International Alliance of Theatrical Stage Employees, Moving Picture Technicians, Art-
ists, and Allied Crafts of the United States, its Territories and Canada.

IA

WRITERS’ NOTES
When Linda handed me a novel about an optimistic orphan named Pollyanna and said, “I think we should 
write a musical”, I was a little skeptical. How could we create a show that would resonate with modern 
audiences based on a hundred-year-old book? But as I read Pollyanna’s story (and cried!) I understood that 
her message of acceptance and hope is precisely what we need in these turbulent times. As Linda and I 
wrote (and re-wrote – and re-wrote) our show, we always kept that theme of acceptance at the forefront 
of our minds. Pollyanna not only sees the best in people, she helps them see the best in themselves and 
those around them. She is utterly unafraid of the unknown and curious about those who may be different 
from her. 

Pollyanna accepts people for who they are and embraces those differences. It’s a simple but powerful 
philosophy that we hope you carry with you long after you leave the theatre. Linda and I are so grateful 
to the dozens of Canadian theatre artists who supported us along our journey, and to Theatre Aquarius for 
helping us share this story with you. 

We wish you and your loved ones the safest and happiest of holidays. 

Steven Gallagher & Linda Barnett



CAST & CREATIVE TEAM
CAST 
Michelle Bardach  .......................................................................................................................................Polly
Adam Brazier  ....................................................................................................................................Pendleton
Joel Cumber  ................................................................................................................ Marvin/Dance Captain
Peter Fernandes  .......................................................................................................................................Frank
Athan Giazitzidis  ........................................................................................................................... Jimmy Bean
Arinea Hermans  .......................................................................................................................................Swing
Linda Kash  ........................................................................................................................................Mrs. Snow
Finn Kirk .................................................................................................... Children’s Chorus/US Jimmy Bean
Ha’Keena Maneso ................................................................................................................................... Fannie
Alexa Meixner  ............................................................................................... Children’s Chorus/US Pollyanna
Charlotte Moore  .............................................................................Widow Benton/Mrs. Grey/US Mrs. Snow
Keith Savage  ........................................................................................................................................ William
Jessica Sherman  ................................................................................................................ Miss Pearl/US Polly
Adam Stevenson  ............................................................ Reverend Miller/Conductor/Doctor/US Pendleton
Emily Watt  ......................................................................................................................................... Pollyanna
Jenny Weisz  ............................................................................................................................ Millie/US Nancy
Kelsey Verzotti  ....................................................................................................................................... Nancy

CHILDREN’S CHORUS
Miles Avery, Sofie Greenspoon, Henry Tiller, Shaadee Vahdat

CREATIVE TEAM
Steven Gallagher .........................................................................................................................Book & Lyrics
Linda Barnett  ................................................................................................................................... Composer
Robert McQueen  ................................................................................................................................. Director 
Mark Camilleri  ................................................................................ Supervising Music Director/Orchestrator
Cory Sincennes  .........................................................................................................Set & Costume Designer
Brian Kenny  .............................................................................................................................Sound Designer
Julie Tomaino ........................................................................................................................... Choreographer
Jareth Li  ................................................................................................................................Lighting Designer
Kaylee Harwood  ...............................................................................................................Directing Associate
Michael Vieira  ........................................................................................................... Associate Music Director
Kevin Bowers  ...........................................................................................................................Stage Manager
Jasmyne Leisemer  .................................................................................................... Assistant Stage Manager
Josephine Ho  ........................................................................................................... Assistant Stage Manager
Delaney Small ........................................................................................................Apprentice Stage Manager
Taran Kim  ...............................................................................................................................Child Supervisor
Hannah Ottman  ......................................................................................................................Child Supervisor
Pamela Wood  .........................................................................................................................Child Supervisor

Natalie Bartello ...................................................................... Consulting Producer, Yonge Street Theatricals
Tess Capern .............................................................................. Assistant Producer, Yonge Street Theatricals

MUSICIANS
Mark Camilleri  ...............................................................................Supervising Music Director/ Orchestrator
Michael Vieira  ......................................................................................... Associate Music Director/Keyboard

Roslyn Black  ..............................................................................................................................................Horn
Jamie Drake  ..................................................................................................................................... Percussion
Garrett Hack  ..................................................................................................................................Woodwinds
Emily Hau  ................................................................................................................................................ Violin
Will Jarvis  .................................................................................................................................................. Bass
Jonathan Tortolano  .................................................................................................................................. Cello
Mike Wark  ........................................................................................................... Saxophone and Woodwinds



MUSICAL NUMBERS
ACT 1
I Look Up To The Sky ........................................................................................................................ Pollyanna
The Beldingville Town Song ............................................................................................................. Townsfolk
Already Feels Like Home .................................................................................................................. Pollyanna 
I Can Be Glad ....................................................................................................................... Pollyanna, Nancy
Not Part of The Plan ...................................................................................................................................Polly
Woe Is Poor Old Me ........................................................................................................Mrs. Snow, Pollyanna 
Dance All Your Troubles Away ................................................................................................. William, Nancy
Pollyanna’s Lesson ............................................................................................................................ Pollyanna
Lucky Day ...................................................................................................Miss Pearl, Miss Fannie, Townsfolk
If Somebody Gives Me A Chance ............................................................................... Pollyanna, Jimmy Bean
Where Do I Go From Here ...................................................................................................... Polly, Pollyanna

ACT 2
I Look Up to The Sky (Reprise) ......................................................................................................... Pollyanna
Never Give Up ........................................................................................................... Frank, Nancy, Townsfolk
It’s A Miracle .............................................................................................................  Reverend and Townsfolk
Prisms ................................................................................................................................................Pendleton
Extraordinary Child ....................................................................................................................................Polly
When Somebody Loves You ............................................................................................................ Pollyanna
If Somebody Gives Me A Chance (Reprise) ..............................................Pollyanna, Jimmy Bean, Pendleton
The Game ................................................................................................................................ Townsfolk, Polly
I Promise ................................................................................................................................. Polly, Pollyanna
Finale ................................................................................................................................................. Townsfolk

LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
OUR COMMITMENT TO TRUTH AND RECONCILIATION
Theatre Aquarius is located on the territories of the Erie, Neutral, Huron-Wendat, Haudenosaunee and 
Mississaugas. This land is covered by the Dish With One Spoon Wampum Belt Covenant, an agreement 
between the Haudenosaunee and Anishinaabek, and the Between the Lakes Purchase, between the Crown 
and the Mississaugas to care and share for the lands around the Great Lakes.

Theatre Aquarius is committed to working towards truth and reconciliation in the arts community by 
being intentional about the stories we tell and about who is telling those stories. 

Following the run of each production in our 50th Season, Theatre Aquarius will be making a donation to 
an agency or organization in the region that directly supports the members of the indigenous community 
through their programs and services.

We encourage you to learn more about Niwasa Kendaaswin Teg at niwasa.ca and consider joining us in 
making a gift to support their work.  



Michelle Bardach
Polly

Michelle Bardach is a Coast Sal-
ish Indigenous performer from 
the Sk_wx_wú7mesh Úxwumixw 
(Squamish Nation). She holds a 
Bachelor of Performing Arts from 

Capilano University. Pollyanna is the third Canadian 
musical world premiere Michelle has originated a 
role in, the first two being Maggie (Aquarius/Char-
lottetown) and Tell Tale Harbour (Charlottetown). 
Other theatre credits include Belle in Beauty and 
the Beast and Sophie in Mamma Mia (Arts Club), 
Eponine in Les Miserables (Chemainus Theatre), 
Miss Stacey in Anne of Green Gables (Charlotte-
town) and Jovie in Elf (Grand Theatre). Michelle 
performs with two Indigenous music groups, M’Girl 
and Tillicum Shantie, and does voiceover for audio-
books, commercials and animation. She voices mul-
tiple characters on Spirit Rangers (Netflix), and Bar-
bie web shorts (Mattel). For tv/film, she appeared 
in Motherland: Fort Salem (Freeform), Dancing 
Through Christmas (Lifetime), and Borderline (Orca 
Cove). Next up, Michelle will be making her Strat-
ford Festival debut in Something Rotten and The 
Diviners. Instagram: michyb123

Adam Brazier
Pendleton

Adam is a Dora winning actor 
and has been nominated twice 
as a director and once as a 
producer. At Theatre Aquarius 
he appeared on stage in The 

Miracle Worker. His other theatre credits include: 
Gabriel in Evangeline (Charlottetown Festival); Pilot 
in The Little Prince, Aldopho in The Drowsy Chap-
erone (Theatre Calgary); Frank in The Rocky Hor-
ror Show (CanStage); Kafee in A Few Good Men 
(Neptune); Butch in The Last Days of Judas Iscariot 
(Birdland); Walter in The Woman In White (Broad-
way); Rapunzels Prince in Into The Woods (Broad-
way); Dr. Bernardo in The Likes of Us (West End); 
Joey in Pal Joey (Shaw Fest); and Padre in Man of 
LaMancha (Stratford Fest). Adam wishes to say a 
big thank you to the whole CCOA team for “letting 
me off the island to play.”

Joel Cumber
Marvin/Dance Captain

Joel is an actor, singer, and pop 
culture enthusiast based in To-
ronto, Ontario. He appeared in 
Freaky Friday at Theatre Aquar-
ius. Joel’s past theatre credits 

include: Kelly v. Kelly (Musical Stage – CanStage); 

CAST Sweeney Todd (TIFT – Buenos Aires, Argentina); 
Into the Woods (YES Theatre – STC); Ride the Cy-
clone (Tweed & Company); Rumspringa Break! 
(Now titled GROW, Next Stage 2018). Joel was 
nominated for a Dora Award in 2020 as a featured 
performer for The Adventures of Pinocchio (YPT). 
He is a graduate of Sheridan College’s Music The-
atre Performance Program, class of 2017. Joel has 
performed in numerous concerts, cabarets, and 
workshops, and was named one of the Toronto 
Fringe Festivals 15 Artists to Watch in 2019. Thank 
you to the TH team, and the Pollyanna team! Enjoy 
the show!

Peter Fernandes
Frank

Peter is making his Theatre 
Aquarius debut. He is an award-
winning theatre creator with a 
long list of credits that include: 
The Master Plan (Crow’s) Kelly v. 

Kelly (Musical Stage), Fifteen Dogs (Crow’s), Almost 
a Full Moon, Peter and the Starcatcher (Citadel), 
The Importance of Being Earnest, Damn Yankees, 
Charley’s Aunt, Gatsby’s Jazz/Sonny’s Blues, A 
Christmas Carol, Russian Play, Brigadoon (Shaw), 
Rose, Father Comes Home From the Wars, Alligator 
Pie, Incident at Vichy, The Just, Marat/Sade, Dyb-
buk, Spoon River, Tartuffe, Crucible, Idiot’s Delight 
(Soulpepper), Vietgone (RMTC), Romeo and Juliet, 
A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Love and Informa-
tion, Twelfth Night, King Lear (Canadian Stage), 
Jerusalem (Outside the March/Company), Charlie 
Brown (MTYP), Onegin (NAC/Musical Stage), and 
Passing Strange (Musical Stage/Obsidian). FILM/
TV: 21 Black Futures, Pretty Hard Cases, Odd 
Squad. Peter has a Bachelor of Fine Arts from the 
University of Alberta and trained at the Soulpepper 
Academy. He was recently named one of the inau-
gural recipients of the Philip Akin Black Shoulders 
Legacy Award.

Athan Giazitzidis
Jimmy Bean

Pollyanna The Musical is Athan’s 
professional stage debut and his 
first time performing at Theatre 
Aquarius! He has performed in a 
number of local amateur theatre 

productions including: Mary Poppins (as Michael 
Banks), and in the ensembles of Seussical The Musi-
cal, Polar Express, Aladdin, and A Christmas Carol. 
Athan has appeared on Film/TV in The Accused 
(Fox) and has many animation credits including: 
Elinor Wonders Why (PBS Kids), Mittens & Pants 
(CBC Gem), Vida The Vet (Threehouse/StackTV), 
PJ Masks (Hasbro/Disney+), Xavier Riddle And The 
Secret Museum (PBS), Blue’s Clues & You (Nickel-
odeon). Athan is currently in Grade 5 and lives  
in Toronto, Ontario. A bit of a sports-nut, Athan  



enjoys golf, tennis, basketball and skateboarding 
and plays soccer on a rep team. He is thrilled to be 
part of this incredible cast and crew. He sends his 
love and thanks to his family, especially his mom, 
dad, and older sister. He is truly grateful for the sup-
port of his friends and teachers. He sends a very 
special thank you to Sandie and Yanick for every 
opportunity and endless support! 

Arinea Hermans 
Swing

Arinea is beyond happy to be 
making her Theatre Aquarius de-
but where she attended her first 
theatre camp as a kid. She is a 
graduate of Sheridan College’s 

Bachelor of Music Theatre Program and has gone 
on to appear in a number of productions across the 
country including: Cabaret (Ovation Productions); 
Murder at Ackerton Manor (Tweed & Co.); Elvis 
Has Left the Building (Stage West Calgary); Into 
the Woods (Sudbury Theatre Centre/YES Theatre); 
Grow (Grand Theatre); Obeah Opera (Luminato 
Festival); Merrily We Roll Along, Violet (YES The-
atre); UnCovered (The Musical Stage Co.); A Little 
Night Music (Gateway Theatre). She is a two-time 
Dora Award nominated actor for The Adventures of 
Pinocchio and Seussical (Young People’s Theatre). 
She sends her love and thanks to Steven Gallagher. 

Linda Kash
Mrs. Snow

Linda Kash began her career at 
the Second City Theatre in To-
ronto, where she performed, 
directed, and conducted work-
shops. She has appeared in and 

directed a number of plays, films, and television 
shows throughout Canada, the U.S., Europe, Russia, 
and New Zealand. Most recently, she performed in 
Casey and Diana for The Stratford Festival which 
will remount in 2024 at Soulpepper Theatre in To-
ronto. In 2008, Linda co-founded a Performing Arts 
School called PAPA for kids and teens. In 2019 Linda 
co-created a production called klusterfork. Linda is 
best known as The Philadelphia Cream Cheese An-
gel (a successful campaign which ran over 26 years) 
but her proudest work to date, by far, is her fabu-
lous, blended family. 

Finn Kirk
Children’s Chorus/ 
US Jimmy Bean

This is Finn’s very first appear-
ance in a Theatre Aquarius pro-
duction!  Normally you might 
see him on the volleyball court, 

the basketball court, at the rink or in the pool  

playing water polo, but in the words of Troy Bolton, 
“this could be the start of something new!”  Finn 
wants to thank all of his teachers in HWDSB (Me-
morial, A.M.C and Ballard) who always encouraged 
him, his Sunday school teachers who put him on 
stage every Christmas in the annual musical, his  
sisters who forced him to watch endless episodes 
of Veggie Tales and Disney movies on long road 
trips, and his parents and both sets of grandpar-
ents whose homes have always been full of music.  

Ha’Keena Maneso 
Fannie

As someone who loved the 
Pollyanna stories growing up, 
Ha’Keena is excited to be mak-
ing her Theatre Aquarius debut! 
Her previous theatre credits 

include: Drayton Entertainment – Beautiful: A Car-
ole King Musical (Shirelle/Ensemble), Tweed and 
Coponay – Joseph and The Amazing Technicolour 
Dreamcoat (Brother), Stephenville Theatre Festi-
val – 9 to 5 (Kathy) St. Lawrence College – Rocky 
Horror Picture Show (Magenta), Pippin (Leading 
Player), Apothecary (Lady), Cats (Bombalurina). 
Ha’Keena wants to thank the cast and creative 
team for all the theatre magic and her friends and 
family for all of their support! 

Alexa Meixner
Children’s Chorus/ 
US Pollyanna

Alexa is thrilled to be making her 
professional theatre debut in 
Pollyanna The Musical! This will 
be her first time performing at 

Theatre Aquarius and she is so thankful for the op-
portunity to work with such incredible actors and 
crew.

She is a trained dancer in ballet, tap, jazz and hip 
hop and has performed at the Harlem Globetrot-
ter’s Halftime Show and Hamilton Tiger-Cats Half-
time Show with her Canadian Dance Company – 
Burlington crew. Alexa is also a pianist and a singer 
and has performed at the Oakville Vocal Arts Festi-
val. Last year, she was a scholarship recipient at the 
96th Annual Peel Music Festival and performed at 
the Rose Theatre in Brampton. 

She loves to paint, travel and is learning to speak 
Spanish. Alexa is in Grade 4 and lives in Oakville, 
Ontario. 

A special shout out to her beloved family and 
friends, as well as Natalie Spurrell, her vocal teach-
er, and her agent Shari Quallenberg.



Charlotte Moore
Widow Benton/Mrs. Grey/ 
US Mrs. Snow

Charlotte is celebrating over 40 
years in the biz. Aquarius audi-
ences will remember Charlotte 
in White Christmas, Christmas 

Carol, Mary Poppins, I Love You You’re Perfect Now 
Change, and her one-woman show Friends Of Mine: 
Songs From Canadian Musicals. She has appeared 
on the Mirvish stages in Hairspray, Fantine in Les 
Misérables, Auntie Em in The Wizard of Oz (Toronto 
and Nat’l tours).  She has performed for many sea-
sons with the Shaw Festival and The Charlottetown 
Festival and at theatres like the Grand Theatre, 
Drayton Entertainment and many others. Charlotte 
is a Dora Award Winner 1990 (The Rocky Horror 
Show), and was nominated in 2020 (Sunday In The 
Park With George).  She has three solo albums: 
Friends of Mine – Songs From Canadian Musicals, 
Long Road Back (all original material), and Some 
Comfort Here (covid covers) with Mark Camilleri.

Keith Savage
William

Keith has previously appeared 
at Theatre Aquarius as Lumiere 
in Beauty and the Beast and 
as Mr. Sowerberry in Oliver. His 
Broadway credits include:  Little 

Johnny Jones, Take Me Along, Teddy and Alice and 
has performed in the U.S. National Tours of Crazy 
For You (Jimmy), Show Boat (Frank Schultz) for 
which he received nominations for L.A. Ovation 
Award,  Vancouver Jessie Award as Best Featured 
Actor in a Musical. Other selected theatre credits 
include: Admiral Boom in Mary Poppins (Citadel, 
Theatre Calgary), Scarecrow in The Wizard of Oz 
(Grand Theatre), Roger DeBris in The Producers 
(Neptune Theatre), William Featherstone in How 
The Other Half Loves, Robert in Boeing, Boeing 
(Drayton), Jonas in Jonas and Barry in the Home 
(VPP). TV and movie fans would have seen Keith in 
Murdoch Mysteries (CBC), Good Witch (Hallmark), 
The Boys (Prime).

Jessica Sherman
Miss Pearl/US Polly

Toronto-born, Jessica studied 
singing at UWO before mov-
ing to England to study acting 
at RCSSD. UK-based credits in-
clude Rock ‘n’ Roll (West End), 

Midsummer Night’s Dream (Japan), Batman Live 
(World Tour), Lend Me A Tenor (Vienna), John and 
Jen (Guildford), The Stationmaster (Tristan Bates), 
The Sound of Music (Tour). Since returning she was 
honoured to be the first international Heidi in Mirv-
ish’s Dear Evan Hansen, winning a Critic’s Choice 

award, and later joined the First National Tour. Oth-
er Canadian credits include Kelly v. Kelly (Musical 
Stage Co/Canadian Stage), Rumspringa Break – 
now GROW (Toronto), The Last Party and The Pre-
posterous Predicament Of Polly Peel (Toronto), and 
Angel Street (Perth). Jessica sends a huge thanks to 
her family, here and not, 3G and the UKs, and MR.

Adam Stevenson
Reverend Miller/Conductor/
Doctor/US Pendleton

After a blockbuster tour of The-
atre Aquarius’ production of 
Maggie across Atlantic Canada, 
Adam is pleased to be back 

home.  His most recent credits are Maggie (The-
atre Aquarius, Charlottetown Festival), Play That 
Goes Wrong (Charlottetown Festival), Jafar in  
Disney’s Broadway Tour of Aladdin, The Monster in 
Young Frankenstein, Spamalot, California Dream-
ing, Canadian Explosion (Stage West), Les Miser-
ables (Drayton Festival) Ring of Fire, Home for the 
Holidays, Sound of Music, Wizard of Oz, Tommy, 
Forever Plaid, Evita, Pippin (Theatre Aquarius), 
Plaid Tidings (Neptune Theatre, Magnus Theatre) 
The Wedding Singer (Mayfield Theatre), Race Day 
(Lighthouse Festival) Robin Hood (Elgin Theatre). 
Adam is an Aquarius Theatre School alumni and 
is proud to call Hamilton home. He sends special 
thanks to his family Kate, Sam and Frankie.

Kelsey Verzotti
Nancy

Kelsey is making her Theatre 
Aquarius debut. She has per-
formed across the country and 
in 2022, she made history as 
the first Asian actress to play 

Anne Shirley in the historic production of Anne of 
Green Gables at the Charlottetown Festival. Some 
of Kelsey’s other theatre credits include: Bittergirl 
(Thousand Islands Playhouse); Kelly v. Kelly (Ca-
nadian Stage/Musical Stage Company), Life After 
(Canadian Stage/Musical Stage Company/Yonge 
Street Theatricals), Gaslight (Vertigo Theatre); 
Anne of Green Gables (Charlottetown Festival); A 
Christmas Carol (Shaw Festival); The Antipodes 
(Coal Mine); Into the Woods (Talk is Free Theatre); 
The Adventures of Pinocchio, Under the Stairs 
(YPT); Mary and Max (Theatre Calgary); Ai Yah 
Sweet and Sour Secrets (Lunchbox Theatre). 

Kelsey is grateful to be part of the world premiere 
of Pollyanna The Musical and sends her love to her 
parents and puppies!



Emily Watt
Pollyanna

Emily Watt is honoured to bring 
the character of Pollyanna to 
life and be a part of this world 
premiere at Theatre Aquarius. 
She loves singing and danc-

ing and recently finished a run as the Butler in 
Mirvish’s production of Joseph and the Amazing 
Technicolour Dreamcoat at the Princess of Wales 
Theatre in Toronto. At only 11 years old, Emily has 
already amassed a long list of Film & TV credits. Her  
favourite roles include Tiff in Builder Brothers 
Dream Factory (Animation), Ellie on Hulu’s Holly 
Hobbie, Emma in Hallmark’s Christmas in Toyland 
and her first TIFF premiere as Dawn in The End of 
Sex. Special thanks to her friends and family as 
well as her voice teacher Bracken Burns, and agent  
Shari Quallenberg.

Jenny Weisz 
Millie/US Nancy

Jenny is thrilled to be back at 
Theatre Aquarius! Her previ-
ous theatre credits include 
Grow (Grand Theatre), Escape 
to Margaritaville (Theatre Cal-

gary), Perfect Wedding (TIP), 9 to 5 (Capitol Port 
Hope), Freaky Friday (Theatre Aquarius), Mamma 
Mia (Stage West), There Goes the Bride (Stage 
West), Into the Woods (Neptune Theatre), Shrek 
(Globe Theatre), Annie (YPT), Anne and Gilbert (The 
Guild), I Love You, You’re Perfect (Gravenhurst Op-
era House), The Book of Everything (Magnus The-
atre), Assistant Director for Rose (Soulpepper), As-
sistant Director for Marvellous Wonderettes (GOP). 
Film and TV credits include The Boys (Prime), Mrs. 
America (FX), Mouthpiece (CBC), Murdoch Myster-
ies (CBC), and Heroes Reborn (NBC).  

CHILDREN’S CHORUS
Sofie Greenspoon 

Sofie is excited to make her pro-
fessional theatre debut in Polly-
anna the Musical. Sofie’s credits 
include Fagin’s Gang in Oliver! 
and Glee Pop Concert at Theatre 
Ancaster where she will be join-

ing this year’s cast of Pirates of Penzance Jr. She 
would like to thank the team at the Aquarius The-
atre School for supporting her. Sofie loves to sing, 
play piano and ukulele and swim. Love and a big 
thank you to her family, friends, teachers, the Ham-
ilton community, and the entire Pollyanna team.  

Henry Tiller

Henry Tiller is excited to be join-
ing Theatre Aquarius for his de-
but performance with the com-
pany. Henry is passionate about 
musical theatre & drama and has 
enjoyed being on stage over the 

last few years in the following productions: Pirates! 
(Bruce T Lindley), Walt’s World (Burlington Student 
Theatre), Aladdin (BST), The Little Mermaid (BST), 
Addams Family (BST) and Spring Salute! (BST). 

Henry is a recording artist for Full Voice Music and 
has enjoyed singing on their upcoming release. 
(2024) Each year Henry competes in vocal festivals 
across the province and has been invited to sing at 
Ontario Provincials 2019 – 2023. In his spare time, 
he loves to play hockey and hang out with friends. 
He is grateful for your patronage and for making 
this an experience of a lifetime!

Miles Avery

Miles Avery proudly joins the 
cast of Pollyanna in the chil-
dren’s ensemble. His love of 
acting and musical theatre be-
gan at the age of 4 putting on 
plays in his Grandma’s basement 

with his siblings. Since then, Miles has participated 
in several musical performances, acting programs 
and theatre productions in Burlington, Hamilton 
and Waterloo. He most recently appeared as the 
Tin Man in Theatre Aquarius’ show program of the 
Emerald City. He also enjoys dancing, drawing, 
movies and animation.  Miles is extremely grateful 
for the support of his family and is excited to con-
tinue his journey in the theatre. 

Shaadee Vahdat

Shaadee Vahdat is 11 years old 
and in grade 6. She loves sing-
ing, acting, playing piano, danc-
ing and sports such as soccer 
and gymnastics. She is a trained 
dancer in ballet, tap, jazz and 

hip hop. She has been a part of multiple theatre 
productions such as Suessical The Musical, Grease 
The Musical and Descendants The Musical. She 
was also a kid spokesperson in a Book Depot Com-
mercial. Shaadee is so excited to work with all the 
talented actors and have this amazing experience 
being part of the Children’s Chorus in The World 
Premier of Pollyanna the Musical. 



Mark Camilleri 
Supervising Music Director/ 
Orchestrator

Mark has Music Directed all over 
the world including the Cana-
dian Songwriters Hall of Fame 
Gala, Kurt Browning Holiday 

Festival on Ice, The Canadian Tenors PBS Special, 
and has shared the stage with Andrea Bocelli, Ce-
line Dion, Oprah Winfrey, Sting, Sheryl Crow, Eric 
Clapton, Jeff Beck, Sarah McLachlan, David Foster, 
Herbie Hancock, and most major orchestras across 
North America. Theatre credits include To Life, 
Rock of Ages, The Toxic Avenger, Mamma Mia!, 
High School Musical, and Hair. Mark also owns and 
operates IMAGINE Sound Studios and his Record-
ing/Producer credits include his own CD entitled 
Mark Camilleri and the CT Project as well as work-
ing with Jeff Healey, Quartetto Gelato, Marvin Ham-
lisch, Alan Thicke, Penguin Random House, History 
Channel and CBC

Steven Gallagher
Book & Lyrics

Steven is a writer, director, and 
actor based in Hamilton. His 
plays include Murder at Acker-
ton Manor (Tweed and Com-
pany Theatre), Stealing Sam 

(Alberta Theatre Projects), Blackout, written with 
Anton Lipovetsky (The Musical Stage Company, 
Canadian Stage Co, NAMT festival NYC), Drama 
101, written with Kevin Wong, has been produced 
across Ontario, and The Last Party written with 
Nicky Phillips. Steven’s directing credits include 
Birthday Balloon (RCA Theatre, St John’s, NL), Fully 
Committed, starring Gavin Crawford (Grand The-
atre), Myth of The Ostrich, and Rumspringa Break 
(Next Stage Festival) and Living With Shakespeare 
(Driftwood Theatre). Theatre Aquarius audiences 
will recognize Steven from his roles in The Sound 
Of Music and The Gig.

Kaylee Harwood
Directing Associate

Kaylee is a west-coast raised, 
Dora-nominated director, per-
former, and educator based in 
Toronto. She recently directed 
UnCovered: Fleetwood Mac & 

The Eagles, Retold (Musical Stage Company – Dora 
Nomination), In Studio (Theatre Sheridan), The 
Dressing Room (miniseries), and assisted on Dixon 
Road (Musical Stage) and Controlled Damage (The 
Grand). She last appeared at Theatre Aquarius in 
Serving Elizabeth. Kaylee has performed on Broad-
way, several National Tours, at Radio City Music 
Hall, the Stratford & Shaw Festivals, Citadel, Musi-
cal Stage, Arts Club, La Jolla Playhouse, Niagara  

Linda Barnett
Composer

Linda, a former teacher, is pas-
sionate about creating high-
quality, accessible theatre for 
family audiences. An accom-
plished composer and lyricist, 

she founded the children’s theatre company Stage 
Kids, which provided an after school musical the-
atre education for youth across Metropolitan Toron-
to for over 17 years and entertained over a million 
young people and their families. Stage Kids pro-
duced many of Linda’s original musicals, including 
Time to Be Me, which did a twelve-week tour of 
Ontario, sponsored by The Provincial Government. 
Since then, some of Linda’s musicals have been 
produced in schools around the world. Her environ-
mental musical, Come Save Today, was produced 
at the Shubert Theater in New Haven, CT as part of 
The Summer Academy. Linda also received a Dora 
nomination for her show The Player Prinicipal. 

Pollyanna the Musical was shortlisted for the Best 
New Musical at the 2016 Tom Hendry Awards for  
the Playwrights Guild of Canada and was featured 
at the Page to Stage Festival in London UK and  
had a workshop presentation at The Charlottetown  
Festival. 

Kevin Bowers
Stage Manager 

Kevin Bowers is pleased to be a 
part of Pollyanna The Musical, 
and is delighted to be return-
ing to Theatre Aquarius after the 
successful run of The Gig last 

season. During his 40+ year career in theatre, Kevin 
has been fortunate to work alongside a diverse 
group of incredibly talented artists in all areas of 
performing arts. Previous shows at Theatre Aquar-
ius include Salt Baby and The Gig. For Mirvish Pro-
ductions Kevin has been the stage manager for In 
Dreams, Piaf/Dietrich, Kinky Boots, Once, Strictly 
Ballroom, Oliver! Racing Demon, Crazy for You, The 
Good Times Are Killing Me as well as the Canadian 
national tour of Les Miserables. For Koerner Hall: 
A Little Night Music, Follies, All is Love. His opera 
credits include Madama Butterfly, Carmen, Aida, 
The Marriage of Figaro, La Boheme, Lucia di Lam-
mermoor, The Barber of Seville, The Magic Flute, 
Tosca and Eugene Onegin. Other favourite credits 
include Chicago, Merrily We Roll Along, Forever 
Plaid, Obeah Opera, Chicago, Gigi, South Pacific, 
Mame, Ain’t Misbehavin’, Peter Pan and Carousel. 
Kevin holds a Masters degree from the University 
of Essex in England specializing in British theatre 
history.

CREATIVE TEAM



Symphony Orchestra, and on Star Trek, Workin’ 
Moms, Mayday, Christmas Movie Magic, Reign, 
Good Witch, America’s Got Talent and The Tony 
Awards. Two seasons, RBC Apprentice Director 
& Kathleen C. Freeman Leadership Development 
Fund Recipient (Musical Stage Company). Thanks 
to Robert, TH and DPR.

Josephine Ho
Assistant Stage Manager

Josephine has been an Equity 
Stage Manager for over 15 years. 
At Theatre Aquarius, favourites 
include: The Extinction Thera-
pist, The Hours That Remain, 

Ring of Fire and Jack of Diamonds and as Assistant 
Stage Manager for Cabaret, The Full Monty and Se-
ussical. Other favourites include: Stage Manager for 
Dear John Deere (Blyth & Lighthouse Festival The-
atres), Bed & Breakfast, Rum Runners, (Lighthouse), 
Leading Ladies (Sudbury Theatre Centre), Future 
Folks (Sulong Theatre Collective/Theatre Passe 
Muraille); and ASM for Race Day (Lighthouse). Jo-
sephine teaches the Stage Management Class at 
Brock University and hopes some of them go on 
to become amazing SMs! Thanks to Phil and every-
one who comes out to watch all my shows (even 
though I’m never seen!)

Brian Kenny
Sound Designer

Brian is a designer for theatre 
from Mt. Pearl, Newfoundland 
and Labrador and is a gradu-
ate from The National Theatre 
School of Canada and Sheridan 

College. Selected credits include: Fall On Your 
Knees (Vita Brevis Arts), Jersey Boys (Citadel The-
atre), Come From Away in concert (Mirvish, Marquis 
Ent), Billy Elliott, The Rocky Horror Show, The Music 
Man, Little Shop of Horrors (Stratford Festival), Elf, 
Grow, Mary Poppins (The Grand Theatre), Every-
body Just C@lm The F#ck Down,  Between Breaths, 
The Colony of Unrequited Dreams (Artistic Fraud of 
Newfoundland). Brian is a board member of the IA-
TSE Local 659, The Associated Designers of Canada.

Jasmyne Leisemer
Assistant Stage Manager

Jasmyne has worked at Theatre 
Aquarius on the following pro-
ductions: Jonas And Barry In 
The Home, The Extinction Ther-
apist, A Hamilton Holiday, Serv-

ing Elizabeth, Ring of Fire, Pat and Skee, Home for 
the Holidays, Sweat, Elf: The Musical and Cabaret. 
Other theatre credits include: Retold (Musical Stage 
Company), Sweet Delilah Swim Club, Kinky Boots, 

Grease, Thoroughly Modern Millie, Priscilla Queen 
of the Desert, West Side Story (Drayton Entertain-
ment) Return to Grace (RGA Media – Fallsview Casi-
no). Her film credits include Flipping for Christmas 
(Cable TV), Most Dangerous Game Season 2 (CBS), 
Reacher (Amazon). Jasmyne is a graduate of Sheri-
dan College’s Technical Theatre Program. Thank 
you for supporting live theatre, enjoy the show!

Jareth Li
Lighting Designer

Born in Singapore, Jareth is a 
stage designer based in Toron-
to by way of Calgary. He has a 
love for new work that exam-
ines identity politics, culture, 

and heritage. Jareth was the Lighting Designer for 
Theatre Aquarius’ production of The Hours That Re-
main. Other select credits include: Prince Caspian 
(Shaw Festival); Jersey Boys, Ring of Fire (Citadel 
Theatre); Every Little Nookie (Stratford Festival); 
Peter’s Final Flight (Ross Petty Productions); Con-
trolled Damage (Grand Theatre); Three Women 
of Swatow (Tarragon Theatre); The Home Project, 
The Wolves, Casimir and Caroline, Punk Rock (The 
Howland Company); Vierge, Prairie Nurse (Factory 
Theatre); Kickstart 2023 (CanAsian Dance/Tan-
génte). Aside from his artistic practice, Jareth also 
teaches at York University. Member of IATSE 659, 
The Associated Designers of Canada.

Robert McQueen
Director

Director, dramaturge and edu-
cator, Robert has worked across 
the United States, Canada and 
internationally. Robert’s recent 
theatre production includes 

developing and directing Boy Falls From The Sky, 
which had a run at the Royal Alexandra Theatre in 
Toronto and for which he was nominated for Out-
standing Direction at the 2022 Dora Mavor Moore 
Awards. Some of Robert’s additional directing 
credits include Caroline or Change, (2020 Dora 
Mavor Moore nomination), Fun Home (2018 Toronto 
Theatre Critics Association award for Outstanding 
Direction, and a Dora Mavor Moore nomination), 
Life After (2018 Outstanding Direction Award, Dora 
Mavor Moore Awards), Forest Boy (2017 Outstand-
ing Direction nomination, New York Festival of  
New Musicals. In commercial theatre, Robert was 
the Associate Director for the Broadway and na-
tional touring productions of Mamma Mia! and 
recently directed the Mexico City, Sao Paulo and 
Buenos Aires productions. Additionally, he was  
Associate to Harold Prince for the national tour  
of Showboat. Robert has taught theatre mas-
terclasses for The Shanghai Academy, Arte Stu-
dio, Mexico City, HB Studio, New York, The Royal  
Conservatoire, Glasgow and across Canada. In 



September 2022 Robert’s first written work for the 
theatre, a solo piece called The Real Poems, was 
produced by the Here For Now Theatre in Strat-
ford. Robert performed the work with musician and 
composer Laura Burton.

Cory Sincennes
Set & Costume Designer

Cory is an award-winning de-
signer, currently residing in 
Charlottetown, PEI. His designs 
have received both national and 
international recognition having 

worked throughout Canada, Europe, and Russia. He 
holds an MFA in Theatre Design from the University 
of Alberta. His recent work includes: Gypsy; Prince 
Caspian, Damn Yankees (Shaw Festival); Anne of 
Green Gables, Evangeline, Jesus Christ Superstar, 
Mamma Mia (Charlottetown Festival); Shakespeare 
in Love, A Christmas Carol, Matilda, Romeo and 
Juliet (Citadel Theatre), Gin Game, Cottagers and 
Indians (Watermark Theatre); The Secret Garden, 
The Louder We Get, Billy Elliot, Bad Jews, Libera-
tion Days (Theatre Calgary); Next to Normal, Mary 
Poppins, Crazy For You (Theatre Calgary/Citadel 
Theatre).

Delaney Small
Apprentice Stage Manager

This is Delaney Small’s Aquarius 
Debut. Her select theatre cred-
its include The Chorines, and 
Turn the Page (Theatre Sheri-
dan), An Enemy of the People 

(Theatre Erindale), Shirley Valentine (Capitol The-
atre), Jenny’s House of Joy (Foster Festival), Once 
(Thousand Islands Playhouse). Delaney is a gradu-
ate of Sheridan College’s Technical Production for 
the Performing Arts Industry program. She would 
like to thank her family and friends who have always 
encouraged her to pursue her passion for theatre.

Julie Tomaino 
Choreographer

Julie Tomaino is thrilled to be 
making her Theatre Aquarius De-
but with Pollyanna The Musical! 
She is a director and choreog-
rapher and has won both Dora 

and Jessie Awards for her work in Musical Theatre. 
Recent credits include Elf, Beautiful, Kinky Boots 
(The Arts Club), Jersey Boys, 9 to 5, Once (The Cita-
del), Shrek, Hairspray, Newsies (TUTS), Escape to 
Margaritaville, Billy Elliot (Theatre Calgary), We 
Will Rock You, Shout!, Rocky Horror (Magnus), 
Jersey Boys, Once (Thousand Islands Playhouse), 
and Footloose, Grease, Marvelous Wonderettes 
(Chemainus). She loves educating the next gen-

eration of artists and has been on faculty at AMDA 
NYC, Sheridan College, Randolph College for the 
Performing Arts, and Capilano University. Julie is a 
former Radio City Rockette. Her next project is The 
Full Monty (Neptune). 

Michael Vieira 
Associate Music Director

Michael is a Canadian musician, 
composer, conductor, and mu-
sical director based in Toronto. 
Michael has performed most re-
cently as Assistant Conductor/

Keyboard for Rock of Ages and Assistant Musical 
Director for Annie, Piaf/Dietrich, and Dear Evan 
Hansen. As a keyboard player for Mirvish Produc-
tions, his credits include Wicked, Book of Mormon, 
Mamma Mia, Lion King, Beautiful and Bat Out of 
Hell. In addition, Michael toured with The Canadian 
Tenors for two years, and has composed scores for 
eight seasons at the Stratford Festival.

Natalie Bartello 
Consulting Producer

Natalie is pleased to be licens-
ing Pollyanna to Theatre Aquar-
ius for this production. Natalie 
is a producer and partner at 
Yonge Street Theatricals, a Tony,  

Olivier and Dora Award winning production com-
pany based in Toronto. Favourite Broadway credits 
include; Come From a Away, A Strange Loop, and 
Good Night, Oscar. Upcoming on Broadway this 
spring Water for Elephants, and Cabaret. Also in 
development the award-winning Canadian musical 
Life After by Britta Johnson (Canstage/MSC, The 
Old Globe, The Goodman Theatre)

Natalie is a member of the Broadway League and 
alumna of the Commercial Theatre Institute. Con-
gratulations to the Pollyanna team for all of their 
dedication to this project! 



Roslyn Black
Horn

Roslyn Black is grateful to be a 
product of her excellent Sas-
katchewan public school music 
program! She holds degrees 
from the University of Victoria, 

and the New England Conservatory of Music, and 
has performed with the Cleveland Orchestra, BBC 
Symphony Orchestra, BBC Scottish Symphony, 
Opéra Comique (Paris), and the Atlanta Opera. Ros-
lyn spent 4 wild and wonderful years with the New 
World Symphony in Miami before relocating to To-
ronto in 2010, where she maintains a busy perform-
ing schedule and is adjunct faculty at Havergal Col-
lege. A dedicated member of the Toronto Concert 
Orchestra, Roslyn also appears regularly with the 
Canadian Opera Company Orchestra, Niagara Sym-
phony, Kingston Symphony and various Mirvish mu-
sical productions. She is a founding member and 
Co-Director of the avant-garde Toronto ensemble, 
euphonia, and as backing artist has appeared on 
various pop albums including The Last Rider by Ron 
Sexsmith and Evin on Earth by Mike Evi.

Jamie Drake
Percussion 

Jamie Drake is a percussionist, 
drummer, arranger and compos-
er who loves musical collabora-
tion and is thrilled to be mak-
ing his Theatre Aquarius debut.  

Selected other theatre credits include work with 
Musical Stage Company (UnCovered, Next to Nor-
mal, Fun Home), Canadian Stage (London Road), 
Mirvish (Matilda), Young People’s Theatre (Jacob 
Two-Two, Suessical, Pinocchio) and Talk is Free 
Theatre (Assassins, Candide, Into the Woods).  In 
addition to his work in musical theatre, Jamie regu-
larly performs with choirs and orchestras across the 
GTA.  He is a member of TorQ Percussion Quartet, 
with whom he has performed recitals and concer-
tos across North America, and is a member of the 
artistic staff of the Hamilton Children’s Choir and 
percussionist with the Toronto Children’s Chorus.  
Jamie holds a master’s degree from the San Fran-
cisco Conservatory of Music and a doctorate from 
the University of Toronto, and is currently Assistant 
Professor of Percussion at the DAN School of Drama 
and Music at Queen’s University.

Garrett Hack
Woodwinds

Garrett Hack is a GTA-based 
woodwind musician and educa-
tor. Credits include: Mean Girls 
(Mirvish), Cats (1st National Re-
vival), Lover Neve Dies (1st Na-

tional), Kinky Boots (1st National), and world tours 
of Saturday Night Fever and Chicago. Looking for-
ward to my first production with Theatre Aquarius! 
Always proud to help spread stories through per-
formance. Strong supporter of live theatre and mu-
sic education for all!

Emily Hau
Violin

Emily is the former Principal 
Second of the “world-class en-
semble” (Russelsheimer Echo 
Germany) Sinfonia Toronto, re-
cent highlights from Emily Hau’s 

multi-genre musical profile include lead roles in 
the OLG Courage and Kia EV6 commercials, tour-
ing South America and China, session work for the 
award-winning video game Cuphead, doubling on 
both violin and viola at the 2022 Juno Awards, and 
playing the Mirvish Productions of Hadestown and 
In Dreams. Emily’s love for diverse projects takes 
her from Yamaha and D’Addario Artist Dévah Quar-
tet to supporting artists like Barbra Streisand, Diana 
Krall, The Eagles, Michael Bublé and Rod Stewart.

Will Jarvis
Bass

Will is a busy freelance bassist, 
composer and educator who 
has performed with Latin-jazz 
artists Tito Puente, Gonzalo Rub-
alcaba, Paquito D’Rivera, Hilton 

Ruiz and Hilario Duran. He currently performs and 
records as a member of the award-winning groups 
Manteca. As an educator Will is on the music fac-
ulties of Humber College in Toronto and Mohawk 
College in Hamilton. He was a musician in Theatre 
Aquarius’ Spamalot. Other theatre credits include: 
Hadestown and Piaf/Dietrich (Mirvish); Rocky Hor-
ror Picture Show, Billy Elliot, Little Shop of Horrors 
(Stratford Festival); Jersey Boys, 9 to 5: The Musical 
(Dancap); Peter Pan (Ross Petty); Grease: The Musi-
cal (Irregular Ent.); The Prom, West Side Story, Man 
of La Mancha, Sister Act, Smokey Joe’s Café, Blood 
Brothers (Drayton Entertainment).

MUSICIANS



John Tortolano
Cello

A native of Vermont, Jonathan 
Tortolano has been living and 
working in Toronto since 1999. 
He studied at New England 
Conservatory, Oberlin College 

and The Cleveland Institute of Music and was often 
found in the woods of Quebec attending summer 
courses at Centre d’Arts Orford with Janos Starker 
or in the pit of the Teatro Nuovo in Spoleto play-
ing opera. Arriving in Canada from Europe, Jona-
than has held positions with orchestras in Quebec, 
Spain, Portugal, Canada and the United States. 
Chamber music lured him to France, to play with 
Quatuor Prima Vista, and Lisbon, as cellist of Quar-
tet Metropolis. Sunfl ower Music Festival has been 
a highlight of his, as well as Music Niagara each 
summer. Jonathan teaches cello and chamber mu-
sic at The Royal Conservatory of Music in Toronto 
and travels through hail, sleet, and snow, to play 
with the Pittsburgh Opera. In 2019 Jonathan won 
the Principal Cello position with the Michigan 
Opera Theatre at the Detroit Opera House. 
Jonathan is married to Polish violinist Janetta Wilc-
zewska. They have a daughter, Fabia, who thinks all 
musicians are nuts. 

Mike Wark
Saxophone & Woodwinds

Toronto-based saxophonist and 
woodwind specialist Mike Wark 
maintains a busy freelance ca-
reer working across multiple 
genres in the diverse Southern-

Ontario music scene.  He has worked with the likes 
of NOJO and Gary Morgan’s PanAmericana Ensem-
ble, orchestra settings such as Niagara Symphony 
Orchestra, Casa Loma Orchestra, and Shaw Festival 
Theatre, and on pop stages with The Tenors, chil-
dren’s entertainer Fred Penner, and celebrity per-
sonality Hugh Jackman.  Mike is also a composer/
arranger, a recording session musician, and is heav-
ily involved in music education as a private lesson 
instructor and founder of the Toronto Jazz Explor-
ers program which focuses on community-learning 
Jazz ensembles for adults.  Mike has a B.Mus in Jazz 
Studies from Humber College and a M.Mus in Jazz 
Performance from University of Toronto.

THEATRE AQUARIUS VOLUNTEERS
“Nothing beats stronger than the heart of a volunteer”

Our thanks to the invaluable support of our team of volunteers who provide countless hours of 
service to support the work of the theatre. To fi nd out more about volunteering please email us at 

volunteers@theatreaquarius.org

Aida B., Al G., Albert L., Anastasiia K., Ann Louise G., April W., Awara K., Betty Ann T., Bev M., 
Bianca T., Bob G., Charlene M., Clara Z., Danielle C., David D., Debbie S., Diana B., Diane C., 

Diane D., Diane W., Donna A., Eddie B., Eleanor M., Gabrielle G., Gale B., Gary M., Gene P., 
George F., Gloria D., Gwen K., Irene G., Jackie S., Jacqui A., Jim M., Jo Anne S., Joan J., Joyce B., 

Julie C., Karen M., Karen N., Kasey B., Kathleen B., Kathy C., Kay S., Kelly D., 
Ken M., Kevin D., Lauren B., Lesley D., Leslie H., Lilian G., Linda F., Lisa L., Lisa M., 

Lynn W., Margie S., Marian P., Marilyn S., Marion P., Marlene T., Marnie B., Mary W., 
Mary F., Mary Jane K., Maureen R., Max T., Mirdza J., Nada C., 

Nadia H., Nancy H., Oakley M., Pat B., Pat E., Pat H., Pat O., 
Pat M., Pat ‘PAB’ B., Peter D., Rita N., Ron H., Sandra C., 

Sandy D., Selma W., Sharon H., Sharron H., Sheila F., 
Sheila M., Shelle P., Shelley B., Simonette P., 

Stella S., Susan M., Suzanne F., Valen C., 
Wayne S., Wendy M., Wendy H.

Yonge Street Theatricals would like to give 
special thanks to: 

Allan Williams, Kevin Smith, Michael Adams and 
Adam Zolis, and Dayton Walters Casting



LEADERSHIP
Artistic Director
Mary Francis Moore
Executive Director
Kelly Straughan

PRODUCTION
Production Manager
Luigi Borghesan
Technical Director
Michael Walsh
Head Carpenter
Jessy Stephens
Head Carpenter 
(interim)
John Nuell
1st Carpenter
Peter Gracie
Carpenters
Vern McPherson
Alfred McPherson
Nathan Brown 
Head of Props
Ashleigh Serge
Props Builders
Emily Dyck 
Dawn Weaver
Colin Welsh
Head Scenic Artist
Kim Brown
Scenic Artists
Meaghan Hofer
Jennalyn Kelly
Danielle Poirier
Selena Schaefer

Head of Lighting
Mickey Wagg
Head of Audio
Anna-Maria Grant 
Head of Wardrobe
Sonia Nardi Lewis
Hair, Wigs & Make-Up
Anne May
Gerald Altenbug
First Hand/Cutter
Samantha Baljet

ADMINISTRATION
Director of Marketing & 
Communications
Neal Miller
Director of 
Development
Suzanne Lanthier
Program Manager, 
National Centre for 
New Musicals
Katie Kerr
Operations and 
Facilities Manager
Jeff Giles
Manager of Audience 
Services
Nikki Horvath
Company Manager
Logan McNutt
Metcalf Intern in 
Artistic Direction
Karen Ancheta
Marketing Consultant
Melissa Bennett

Marketing Coordinator
Aleena Faisal
Theatre School 
Coordinators
Amanda Hinkle-  
 Wallace
Melissa Murray Mutch
Artistic Administrator
Maria Boric
Bookkeeper
Valerie Shea

BOX OFFICE & FRONT 
OF HOUSE 
Box Office Manager
Susan Horridge-Nuzum
Assistant Box Office 
Manager
Carolyn Drost
Box Office 
Representative
Hilary Wilson
Box Office 
Representative
Olivia Gallant
Box Office 
Representative/
Duty Manager
Johnny Thirakul
Duty Manager
Bilal Ahmed
Custodial
Brent Purvis
David Douglas

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Chair
Annette Hamm
Vice Chair
Ruth Liebersbach
Treasurer
Pauline Kajiura
Secretary
Christine Gorgi
Directors
Rob Braley
Gregg Crealock
Councillor Tom Jackson
Councillor Cameron 
 Kroetsch
Paul Lakin
Asif Lasani 
Kris Noakes
Shane Pennells
Michelle Rodney- 
 Bartalos
Councillor Mark 
 Tadeson
Pearl F. Veenema

HOSPITALITY 
Rose Berrie
Wendy Cox
Doretta Deroches
Laura Elson
Vito Marchese
Mary Pitura
Jeanette Potter
Alan Scanlin
Dwayne Sterling
Gregg Taylor 

STAFF & BOARD OF DIRECTORS
MeSSaGe froM tHe Board CHair – annette HaMM
On behalf of the Aquarius Board of Directors, welcome to our 50th season!  Our stage 
is set for a big celebration of our past, present, and future.

I vividly remember the first play I saw at Theatre Aquarius.  It was called ‘Sylvia’, and it 
ripped my heart out.  Yet I couldn’t wait to see more (that’s the grip of good theatre, 
right?).  The next season, my husband and I became Aquarius subscribers. That was 
20 years ago.  Over that time, we’ve had a regular date at the theatre for every show. 
Some we’ve come back to enjoy again, and again.  ‘Maggie’ this past season was a personal record – I saw 
it four times and was convinced I could fill in if the cast needed me.

Before I started volunteering at Theatre Aquarius, I had the awesome experience of acting on the Aquarius 
stage in the fundraiser ‘Discovering Elvis’.  It gave me a huge appreciation of the work behind the scenes 
and on stage. It also cemented my love of theatre. There is so much magic that happens before the lights 
go up.  

Our plays this season highlight so many of the ways theatre can transport us – whether it’s living your 
dream, finding your path, starting a conversation, sharing a laugh or a cry.  It’s good to find you here at 
Aquarius.  We hope you’ll find your way back.



Our sincerest gratitude to the following partners for their exceptional generosity and leadership. 

GOVERNMENT FUNDERS

50TH SEASON SPONSOR

Donna Patterson

SPONSORS & COMMUNITY SUPPORTERS

Jonas and Barry In The Home

WEISZ FAMILY 
FOUNDATION
Boy Falls From The Sky

Pollyanna The Musical Shirley Valentine

PRODUCTION TITLE SPONSORS

For information on sponsorship opportunities and how your company can be a part of the supporting cast 
of Theatre Aquarius, please contact Suzanne Lanthier, Director of Development 905–522–7529 x227.

COMMUNITY PARTNERS

50TH ANNIVERSARY LEAD DONOR

OVATION OUTREACH SUBSIDY & PRODUCTION ACCESSIBILITY PARTNERSHIP

TECHNOLOGY UPGRADES THROUGH THE RESILIENT COMMUNITIES FUND

Norman Haac



AQUARIUS CHAMPIONS 
($1000 – 2499)
June & Ross Ayrhart
Vishwanath Baba
Lili Brunnader
Amanda & Blaine Cameron
Gregg Crealock
Helen & Rick Crook
Madeleine & Ted Dwyer
Nancy Elliott
John Fabrizio
Carol Foley &  

Derek McDorman

Christine Gorgi
Gerard P. Hass – Raymond 

James Foundation
Paul Hawkins
Vicki Innes &  

Henk Wondergem
Pauline Kajiura
Joseph Kolodziej
Pam & Paul Lakin
Ruth Liebersbach
Robert McGowan – 

McGowan Insulations Ltd.
Valerie & Jim Milostan

Bruce and Lori Pearson
Patti Pelletier & Rick Hackett
Mary Anne Sersen &  

Steve Prince
Michelle Rodney
Karen & Michael Shea
Patricia Slade
Patty & Hart Solomon
David Southen
Kelly Straughan
Michelle & Paul Tavares
Pearl & Frank Veenema

We are grateful for the support of the following individuals, businesses and foundations whose collective 
contributions ensure we continue to offer world class professional theatre by renowed artists and that our 
community and educational outreach programs continue to positively impact young and diverse theatre 
lovers.

Donors are recognized for a period of 12 months from the date of their donation. This donor list represents 
annual donors up from November 1, 2022 – November 14, 2023. We have made every effort to ensure ac-
curacy but welcome feedback on any errors or omissions.

THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS
MeSSaGe froM donna PatterSon –  
OUR 50TH SEASON SPONSOR
It is again my great pleasure to offer my support to Theatre Aquarius 
as the 50th Season Sponsor. My late husband Ron and I shared a goal 
to positively impact the arts and culture experiences available to those 
who live and visit our region. As a professional, not for profit theatre, 
Aquarius has been a leader in artistic excellence in the sector. I am ex-
cited for the upcoming season of celebration and I hope you enjoy the productions and join me in cham-
pioning the work of Theatre Aquarius amongst your friends, families, neighbours and colleagues. Here’s to 
another 50 years of theatre that delights, entertains and inspires!

50TH SEASON SPONSOR
Donna Patterson

direCtorS CirCLe ($10,000+)
Mel Athulathmudali & Philip Lowry • J.P. Bickell Foundation  

Rob Braley • Wendy & Bruce Gitelman • Norman Haac  
The Hamilton Community Foundation • McCann Family Foundation 

Catherine & Maxwell Meighen Foundation • Anonymous (1)

aQUariUS LeaderS ($5,000 – 9,999)
Kim & Tom Brash • Milne McGrath Fund at Hamilton Community Foundation

 Christine Valeri • Anonymous (1)

aQUariUS aMBaSSadorS ($2500 – 4999)
Jim Cimba • Marlies & Alan Clark Fund at Hamilton Community Foundation  

Ann & Robert Glass • Annette Hamm & Daniel Smith • Suzanne Lanthier  
Asif Lasani • Amy & David McCulloch • The StressCrete Group • Erica & Ted Warkentin



PARTNERS
($500–999)
Norm Beal – 

Peninsula Ridge 
Estates Winery

Diana Bennett & 
Spencer Lanthier

Helen &  
Steven Bittner

Lynda &  
David Bowen

Annette & Alex Braun
Nancy Chiarot
Rosemary Coomber
Marlyn Gardiner-

Dean
Jean Fair
Sally Foreman
Justine &  

Rick Giuliani
Patti Pelletier &  

Rick Hackett
Jan Hall
Doria & Paul Leggat
Marvin Mair
Debbie Mattina
Laura Mestelman
Anne & Michael Mills
Brenda Sloane
Robert Spadoni
Fran & Robert Taylor
John Wall
Lorna Zaremba

SUPPORTERS
($100 – 499)
Elizabeth Ainslie
Cheryl & Martin Aire
Karen & Keith Anderson
Mat Ardron
Andrea Ashbaugh
Bunny & Samuel Auron
Kathryn Ball
Dorothy Bartalos
Patricia Barton
Donna Bohaychuk
John Bourrie
Fran Branch
Roberta Bridge
Marianne Bromley
Pamela &  

David Brownhill
Beth Bruck

Carol Burnell
Frances Cohen & 

Lawrence Yanover
Carmela &  

Vince Colanardi
Robert Connolly
Donna Cooper
Marianne Corradetti & 

Terrance Bradley
Wendy Cox
Teri &  

Stephen Crockford
Ellen & Robert Cross
Al Croxall
James Cunning
Catherine Darling
Ellaline Davies
Elise de Stein
Denise Dickie
Karen & Kevin Dore
James Dow
Craig Ellis
Christine &  

Thomas Evans
Jane & Bill Evans
Judy & Pat Faux
Dave Ferguson
Barbara & Karl Freeman
Mary & Norm Freidin
Michele & Martin Futrell
Alexandra Gall
Shelley & Dan Gies
Glenn Giles
Thomas Gillan
Lucie Gingras
Dawn Girhiny
Ian Gordon
Judy & Russ Gurman
Joyce & John Harrison
Catherine Harrop
Charlene &  

Stephen Hawkins
Nancy & Raymond Hick
Paul Holder
Tony Hordowick
Aldona & Gus Hubbard
Linda & Michael Hughes
Diane & Henri Huneault
Eileen & John Hutton
Holli Isber
Ann Ivol
Leena Jaanimagi
Henry Jacek
Nancy Jenkins
Dorothy Jolliffe
Nancy Joudrie
Debbie & Will Kappel
Nancy Karigiannis

Ena & Dennis Kerr
Vernon Kingdon
Katharine Kingsmill
Lucie Larose
Dan Lawrie Insurance 
Doria & Paul Leggat
Karen & David Leslie
Linda Limin
Rebecca Llewellyn – 

Divine Roots
Sharon Long
Joyce & John MacRae
Pat & Tom Mandy
Edda Martinello
Carol & Liam Mason
Jacqueline Maver
Arlene & Jim McCaw
James McChesney
Michael McHugh
Kelsey &  

William McIntyre
John McKenzie
Maureen McPherson
Bernadette Mickle
Cheryl Middleton
Bev & Peter Mitchell
John Mojeski
Patricia Mongeon 

Consulting Inc.
Frank Morewood
Hugh Morrison
Donna &  

George Mulder
Sarah Neville 
Debbie Nifakis
John Nyholt
Paul & Tina Osborne
Toni Paolasini
Carolyn & Ken Payette
David Pearson
Carole Perry
Anne & Victor Petro
Karen Pettit
Barbara & Peter Phelps
Dorothy &  

Fred Pidsadny
Drina & Alex Polgar
Harold Povilaitis
Sheelagh Pyper-Kalman
Irene Rand
Jack Restivo
Teri & Steven Richie
Robert Ristoff
Mary Russell
John Scarlett
Debbie & Bob Schram
Ann Schwidder
Krysta Shoveller

Matilda Siddall
Flavia & James Simpson
Ron Sinclair
Grey Sisson
Lynne & Brian Smith
Joe Smithson
Michele Spencer
Dwayne Sterling
Linda Stubbs
Lynn Sutherland
Elizabeth Surtees
Barb & Lee Swan
Fred Sweeney
Bev & Mark Taylor
Janice & Richard Thode
Janice &  

Charles Tomlinson
Lucienne & Alan Tucker
Thomas Tweedie
Rachel Tyndale 
Bobbie & Bill Vaughan
John & Myrna Weber
Gillian Webster
Janet Weisz-Asa
Shawna White
Jennie Wilson
Colleen Wray
Donald Wray
Cathy Zuraw

IN MEMORIAM GIFTS
In memory of Rt. Rev. 
Dr. John Girhiny
Dr. Valerie-Dawn  

Ruddell Girhiny

In memory of Theatre 
Aquarius Past 
President, Joyce 
Mongeon
Jane & Mike McHugh

In memory of Theatre 
Aquarius Past 
President, Nancy Nicol
Barry D. Nicol

In memory of Mary 
Dow, former Theatre 
Aquarius Board 
Member
Lorna Zaremba

In memory of Ron Coon
Joseph Kolodziej

At Theatre Aquarius we strive to provide meaningful benefits with unique, up-close and personal events 
and activities that speak to you! To view a complete listing of donor benefits, please visit our website. 
To provide feedback, suggestions or to make a donation, please contact Suzanne at 905–522–7529 x227 or 
by email at slanthier@theatreaquarius.org



Call to arrange a Personal Tour... 905.529.3163

aberdeengardens.com

Meet your
best

friend
next

atAberdeen
Gardens

330 Dundurn Street South,
Hamilton, ON L8P 4L6

Private Shuttle Outings
Excellent Meals
Exercise Classes
Care Available

Creative Programming



23 / 24 SEASON SPONSOR

BPAC Presents
The Crow’s Theatre Production of

THE LAND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
or AS YOU LIKE IT

Wed Jan 31 - Sun Feb 4, 2024
Community Studio Theatre

“A liberating night at the theatre.
Brilliantly honest and funny. Critics Pick.”

- The Globe and Mail

“Delightfully sprinkled with dishy details”
- The New York Times

The international best-selling novelist
and creator of Sex in the City

takes the audience on whirlwind tour of
New York City, from Studio 54 to the

Lipstick Jungle and beyond.

Regular: $49.50 (All-in)
Member: $44.50 (All-in)

Regular: $79.50 - $99.50 (All-in)
Member: $74.50 - $94.50 (All-in)

BPAC Presents

CANDACE BUSHNELL
True Tales of Sex, Success and

SEX AND THE CITY
Fri Apr 5, 2024 at 8pm

Main Theatre

burlingtonpac.ca
‘BPAC’ Presents 23/24 Season - Over 50 Performances!
Box of�ce: 905.681.6000

2324
SEASON



OPEN DAILY
Monday to Sunday 7am to 9pm

Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner
Delicious Family Dining

Kids & Seniors
Menu

Deals Available!

645 Plains Road E. At King Rd., Burlington
905-592-1077

www.theskywaydiner.ca

Scan QR Code
for full menu

Fine Dining…
Finer Wines…

Finest Ambiance...
Private Room
up to 20 people.

Bring in your show
stub to receive 15% off *

Franco
YOUR HOST

GOLDEN FORK
AWARD

SINCE 1999

TOP CHOICE
AWARD

2019/2020

CONSUMER
CHOICE AWARD
2017-2023

181 Main St. East, Hamilton, Ontario
tel: (905) 528-0689 • fax: (905) 528-7819

www.shakespeares.ca

*Does not include alcohol, tip or taxes



View our menu & reserve your table today
www.conversaterestaurant.ca

905-525-3730 | 38 King William St. Hamilton

An upscale

steak & seafood
restaurant

experience using local seasonal
produce, premium quality cuts of

meat and fresh seafood arriving daily
with a hand-selected wine list to

complement the delicious menu items.



905-389-2217
R
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battelldentureclinic.com
409 Concession Street, Hamilton

Where Smiles Come To Life!

905-389-2217
battelldentureclinic.com

409 Concession Street,
Hamilton

@BattellDentures R
00

14
80

32
31



BRITTEN, VAUGHAN
WILLIAMS & ELGAR
OCTOBER 21, 2023 AT 7:30PM

SIBELIUS & DVOŘÁK
NOVEMBER 11, 2023 AT 7:30PM

HOLIDAYS & THE HOCKEY
SWEATER
DECEMBER 9, 2023 AT 3:00PM

THE MUSIC OF QUEEN
JANUARY 20, 2024 AT 7:30PM

MOZART, STRAUSS &
EVANGELISTA
FEBRUARY 10, 2024 AT 3:00PM

BARBER, RAUM & COPLAND
MARCH 23, 2024 AT 7:30PM

RACHMANINOFF
& TCHAIKOVSKY
APRIL 20, 2024 AT 7:30PM

GEMMA CONDUCTS BEETHOVEN 9
MAY 4, 2024 AT 7:30PM

From beloved orchestral masterworks to internationally acclaimed
guest artists, provocative contemporary pieces and world premieres,
the Hamilton Philharmonic Orchestra has something for everyone!

VISIT HPO.ORG TO LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR
EXTRAORDINARY CONCERTS AND OUR ENGAGING
FAMILY, KIDS AND SENIORS COMMUNITY PROGRAMS.

DISCOVER THE

JOIN US FOROUR
23-24 SEASON!



AINTING
IS OUR
TRADE

OT OUR
HOBBY

Over 25 years experience
beautifying homes in Hamilton

Book your consultation today

• Residential Painting - Of�ce Painting

• Condo Painting - Cabinet Painting

• Popcorn Ceiling Removal - 5 Year Warranty

Painting &
Wallpapering Inc.

SCOTT CARMICHAEL

905-517-2551
www.dwpaintingandw

@dwpainter

AINTING

OT OUR

PAINTING

NOT OUR

DIAMOND WINNER

2023

ARMICHAEL

-2551
andwallpapering.com
ers



Warren Macaulay and Adrian Shepherd-Gawinski in Bed and
Breakfast | Lighthouse Festival 2023

Director: Stewart Arnott, Set Designer: William Chesney,
Lighting Designer: Wendy Lundgren, Costume Designer: Alex

Amini, Stage Manager: Josephine Ho, Apprentice Stage
Manager: Beatrice Freedman

LIGHTHOUSETHEATRE.COM | 1-888-779-7703
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR: DEREK RITSCHEL | EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: NICOLE CAMPBELL

Doris & Ivy in the home
BYNORM FOSTER

Murder at ackerton manor
BYSTEVEN GALLAGHER

Mary's wedding
BYSTEPHEN MASSICOTTE

the sweet delilah swim club
BYJESSIE JONES, NICHOLAS HOPE, JAMIEWOOTEN

lakefront
BYNORM FOSTER

memphis to motown: From soulsville to hitsville
A CHRIS MCHARGE PRODUCTION

Cinderella: the pantomime
BYKEN MACDOUGALL

Home of the Canadian Sense of Humour



289-769-9954 • matalinohome.com
DALE MURPHY

CALL DALE TODAY
FOR ALL YOUR CUSTOM

WINDOW COVERING NEEDS!

ShadeS • ShutterS
BlindS • draperyww.clutterreliefservices.com

(905)
973-3063

Call us
Today!

DOWNSIZING?
MOVING?

ESTATE SERVICES?

JudyRickeyPROFESSIONAL ORGANIZER SERVICES

ww

(905)
973-3063

C
T

Owner /
Licensed Funeral Director

Karin Schuett

Cremations Burials
Graveside Services

Pre-Planning
Celebrations of Life
100 King St. East,
Dundas, ON

www.circleo�ifecbc.com
905-628-8558

CREMATION AND BURIAL CENTRE INC.

Massimo Iudica
SALESPERSON

905.574.4600

Iudicasimo Iudica

Welcoming you
back to the theatre.

Enjoy the show!

#4,140 Caroline St. S
905-527-4682

www.chantillylacebridalboutique.com

Award winning boutique in the heart of Hamilton.

Bringing you a carefully curated collection with

a focus on Canadian designers, for the cool,

modern and boho bride.

Welcome Back to
�e �eatre!

Tony Hozjan, broker
905-517-1149

Valerie
Dalgetty-Righton
Sales Representative
S.R.E.S. (Seniors Real Estate Specialist)

P: 905-522-1110
C: 905-961-0493
E: valerie-dalgetty@coldwellbanker.ca

318 Dundurn St S, Hamilton, ON L8P 4L6 | www.1110.ca

Helping You Feel at Home for
Over 30 Years!

Coldwell Banker Community Professionals Real Estate

905.393.1284
193 King E., Hamilton

A European Inspired
cellar bistro located

In the heart of downtown
Hamilton.

Call or scan for reservations



Aproud supporter of theArts

At Marz Homes, the goal is not just to build homes, but foster
healthy communities for future generations.

Therefore, Marz created the Marz Care Foundation.
One area of focus is providing support to the region�s local arts

community as it not only brings families together,
but provides inspiration and growth to children.

www.marzhomes.com



Raymond James Ltd., Member – Canadian Investment Protection Fund.

Gerard Hass, CPA, CA, CFP, CFA
Portfolio Manager, Branch Manager

T: (905) 643-3775

www.WealthTrust.ca

We are proud of the tremendous talent that is

its directors, actors and production crew –
who enhance our lives with the

magic of the stage.

Enjoy the performance!

BalancedWealth Management.

THEATRE
AQUARIUS
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