
The Snapshot: In what may be its most ambitious musical production to date, Theatre Aquarius brings the kingdom 
of Arendelle to life with a production of Frozen even better than its Broadway counterpart.
Even with winter just around the corner, the cold doesn’t seem to be bothering anyone over at Theatre Aquarius these 
days. With their version of Disney’s Frozen, now playing on the main stage, audiences are sure to embrace the flurry 
of snow-covered treasures in a production that’s near perfection.
The world of Arandelle has been brought to life in Hamilton with charm, care and sincere love from a talented cast 
and skillful direction from Jeremy Webb. When you have a cast this strong and great technical production to match, 
going to the local theatre doesn’t get much better than this.
I’ll admit - I was somewhat jaded when the inescapable Disney musical was programmed by Aquarius earlier this 
year as a surefire box office draw for the holidays. With a less nuanced book than superior Disney titles and a border-
line annoying familiarity with families, how much originality could the artists infuse into the production?
Yet the cast and crew of the Aquarius team have clearly invested great thoughtfulness and attention to detail in spec-
ifying their production that it feels like you’re hearing the story of Anna and Elsa for the first time in forever.
If you’re one of the few who’s somehow never seen Frozen, the story re-imagines Hans Christian Andersen’s ‘The 
Snow Queen’. The plot follows the relationship of royal sisters Princess Anna and her secretive sister - soon-to-be 
Queen Elsa - hiding her uncontrollable ice powers.
When the stage adaptation of Disney’s megahit 2013 film first premiered, it was too grand and impersonal in scope, 
rushing through emotional beats and downplaying the animated elements in an awkward way.
Theatre Aquarius, as it turns out, solves that problem with the venue’s intimacy being paired with the versatile cast 
often being used as a group of committed storytellers. It’s a more effective execution of the same technique used in 
Aquarius’ own Waitress this past spring.
The ensemble of Frozen, meanwhile, has sharp choreography and an earnest drive to deliver a sense of story and 
warmth that makes Jennifer Lee’s book and the film’s songs less saccharine and more soulful.
Director Webb and his cast have wisely found unique line deliveries that create spontaneous humour and newness 
to a story that many in the audience already know. But the full range of performances instead draw on discovery and 
interest that kept both children and adults engaged throughout the performance.

Leading that cast are a quartet of magnificent 
performers who have outstanding rapport with 
each other: Jessica Gallant is a brilliantly funny 
Anna, Kaleigh Gorka a confident and endear-
ing Elsa, Taurian Teelucksingh is a commanding 
and comforting Kristoff and Gabriel Antonacci a 
dashing Prince Hans - and they all sing with im-
pressive power.
They also get complimented with a fellow cast of 
wonderful dancers and some expert comedians 
finding fresh interpretations of beloved charac-
ters. Yes, Adam Francis Proulx’s Olaf is winner, 
but it’s Steven Gallagher’s Weselton and Addi-
son Wagman’s Young Anna who win gut-busting 
laughs from the audience several times each.
Special credit must also go to Corwin Ferguson’s 

impressive projection designs that create a few surprising effects, Robin Calvert’s stirring choreography, and Dayna 
Tietzen’s work on stage and off puppeteering Sven the reindeer.
When all these elements come together under Webb’s astute and enchanting direction, suddenly Frozen comes alive 
in a dynamic and truly spellbinding way. 
There are a few minor criticisms I could find: there were some numbers where the volume balance between the sing-
ers and band wasn’t quite right. One or two jokes didn’t quite land. I was slightly disappointed the bridge scene in the 
duet “What Do You Know About Love?” was cut.
But these details are so minuscule it shouldn’t overshadow the massive creative triumph the Aquarius artists have 
achieved with this show.
The playfulness and sense of invention throughout the production are nearly flawless in their execution, and this is 
absolutely the best musical I have ever seen at Theatre Aquarius. Frozen is an unmissable event this holiday season.
And yes, that’s still true even if you don’t have any kids to bring with you.

Frozen: 10 out of 10
Rated 6+, 2hrs 20mins. Musical Fantasy.
Book by Jennifer Lee. Music by Kristen Andersen-Lopez and Robert Lopez.
Directed by Jeremy Webb.
Starring Jessica Gallant, Kaleigh Gorka, Taurian Teelucksingh and Gabriel Antonacci.
Also starring Constant Bernard, Alyssa Curto, Amanda De Freitas, Daren Dyhengco, Steven Gallagher, Jaden Kim, Naomi 
McIntyre, Zoë O’Connor, Adam Francis Proulx, David Andrew Reid, Brian Ross, Dayna Tietzen and Addison Wagman.

Now playing at Theatre Aquarius, 190 King William Street in Hamilton, ON.  
Runs until December 28, 2025.
Tickets range $30-112. Tickets are available online here or by calling (905)-522-7529.

The cast of “Frozen” at Theatre Aquarius. Photo: Dahlia Katz


