
By Gary Smith, Special to the Spectator
There’s little doubt “Frozen” is a musical that turns on female-centric storytelling.
There’s not a real Prince Charming in sight. There’s no male hunk, either, to rescue the poor put-upon female 
star.
Well yes, there are a couple of pretenders to the role, and even one possible contender. But don’t look for that 
handsome prince to save “Frozen’s” 2025 vision of poor Snow White, or the sadly challenged Cinderella.
Disney shook off male dominated storytelling some time ago, in favour of female empowerment.
Just ask Gabriel Antonacci, the handsome actor who plays Hans in the Theatre Aquarius version of the smash 
hit Broadway musical, now extended at Theatre Aquarius for a longer run.
“I think Disney has done a great job creating powerful female characters that inspire a younger generation,” 
Antonacci says. “They have such an influence on culture, and there is a need and desire for exciting, strong, 
fully fleshed-out characters in musicals, not just princesses that need to be rescued.”
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In other words, these Disney women can take care of themselves.
When you ask Antonacci what he thinks young boys coming to see “Frozen” will take away from the high-pow-
ered show, he has no worries and no hesitation about affirming its power and interest to all genders.
“I think the themes of adventure, sibling relations, humour, and the notion of sacrifice, are relevant to anyone 
regardless of gender or age. Most of all, I hope young boys come away with a love of live theatre.”
Antonacci believes musicals like “Frozen,” based on fairy tale themes but with a contemporary point of view, 
have an impact on families.
“I think Disney does a better job than most at making shows entertaining for both adults and children. And I 
think a parent being able to watch a show through their children’s eyes is such a special moment.”
Antonacci grew up singing in a musical family in Etobicoke. He auditioned for the musical theatre program at 
the Etobicoke School of the Arts and has never looked back.
“I never danced or acted much before that audition, and I credit my teachers and mentors at that school for 
everything. They allowed me to work with professionals and always treated me in a professional way.”
A musical theatre veteran, as well as an actor comfortable in straight dramatic plays, Antonacci has played 
everything from the hot as a pistol MC in “Cabaret” to the romantic role of Amiens in Shakespeare’s “As You 
Like It” at Stratford.
“A musical is definitely different from a play. It’s heightened. The emotional stakes must be so high that singing 
is the only option when trying to convey feelings.’’
He believes with “Frozen” he is dealing with a score that is beautiful.
“It’s epic in all the best ways. When you match all this with an audience that knows a lot of the iconic songs 
before they even come to the theatre, it makes for a very powerful theatre experience.”
He knows too, for a performer, it makes serious musical and dramatic demands.
“The schedule of performances for instance, and the stamina required are tough. You have to take care of your 
voice and your body. You have to make sure you sleep, eat healthily, warm up before performances, and cool 
down afterwards. In other words, you must be something of an athlete.”
He also knows that Hans, the character he plays in “Frozen,” is important to the show’s success.
“Hans helps to keep the story moving forward,” Antonacci says. “He’s one of the major catalysts that push the 
action. I remember watching ‘Frozen’ for the first time and being surprised by just how much he is involved. 
He’s almost Shakespearean in character. He’s ambitious and charming, but can flip on a dime. Like most bad 
guys, he thinks he’s doing what’s right, and that’s something that’s fun to play with.”
Antonacci has respect for the Disney organization and the way they take on huge and challenging themes.
“Disney may have created a lot of the clichés in their musicals, but now they can subvert them.”
At a time of financial restraint, in the face of rising costs for almost everything, he feels it’s important for par-
ents to bring children to the theatre.
“We can gain so much by sharing the experience. Make it an event by getting dressed up a little. Talk about the 
show. Being a parent and being able to watch a show through a child’s eyes is special.”
Antonacci believes diversity is one of our greatest strengths. At a time when we are questioning values and 
standards, he knows that diversity celebrates differences.
“It’s one of our greatest strengths. And we see that in ‘Frozen’ in the character of Anna, Elsa’s sister. During her 
journey she keeps her mind open to people from different cultures, races and backgrounds, which all help her 
in achieving her goal.”
“Frozen” isn’t just your average feel good musical. It’s a journey the audience takes with the show’s stage char-
acters and ultimately we leave the theatre just a little bit changed.


